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Abstract

How to Read the Book of Revelation?: Compatrison
between the Partial Preterism and the Idealism

Prof, Dr, Young-Mog Song

In the Evangefical or Reformed circle, there are two major
categories of interpreting the Book of Revelation, namely the
partial preterism and the idealism, The former interpreting
Revelation in terms of the situation of John the apostle and the
first recipients was the overruing interpretive principls until the
19th century. The latter has become the dominant principle since
the 19th century and interprets Revelation in the light of the
conflict between God{or Church) and Satanfor evil power) Is
there any contact point between these two interpretive methods?
In other words, is it possible to integrate them in order to attain
more correct meaning of Revelation? In this paper, the current
researcher probes the opinions of the two camps, The scope of
research is confined to the passages which are crucial for
understanding the book of Revelation, for instance, the time
expressions, the satanic trindly, the  harot  Babylon,
7seals-trumpets-bowls, millennialism, the New Heaven and Earth,
and the New Jerusalem_ In this paper the focus falls on scholars
involved in the reformed seminaries in the US, which are
intimately connected with the Presbyterian Churches in Korea,
namely Westminster Theological Seminary, Calvin  Theological
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Seminary, Rsformed Theological Seminary, Trinity Evangelical
Divinity Scheol, and Whitefield Theological _Seminary, Where
necessary, the current researcher provides critical evaluations on
the opinions proposed by the two camps, The conclusion
reached is that partial preterism is proper for the exegesis of
Revelation. However, idedlism is useful for application of the

message,
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